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 　 I feel greatly honored to be invited to this wonderful occasion.  At first, I would 
like to express my gratitude to Professor Kawashima Masaki and other staff 
members for the perfect arrangement of this unforgettable project.  I would also 
like to celebrate the 40th Anniversary of Nanzan University’s Center for American 
Studies.  I am sure that Nanzan University has long been one of the leading 
academic institutions to establish American studies at Japanese universities.  I 
couldn’t praise its great tradition too much.  I am pleased to see the name of my 
university along with the renowned name of Nanzan University in the program of 
this memorable symposium. 
 　 I am proud of having an opportunity to talk about the achievement of American 
studies at my university in this special occasion.  The International Institute of 
American Studies was established in 1958 at Doshisha University.  Incidentally, I 
was born in 1958, too.  I am as old as the International Institute of American 
Studies at Doshisha University.  I would say, “This is not a coincidence, and I was 
born to live with American studies at Doshisha.” Of course, this is a mere 
coincidence, but it gives me a good starting point to talk about it.  When I used to 
be young and challenging, American studies at my university used to be as young 
and challenging.  But, as I am getting old, and my life is getting complicated, 
American studies is also getting old, and its roles are getting complicated, too.  No 
one talks about the American Dream now. 
 　 Doshisha University was founded in 1875 by Neesima Joe, the first Japanese 
who obtained an academic degree in the United States.  His American alma mater 
was Amherst College in Massachusetts.  He spent three years there from 1867 to 
1870.  Amherst College is one of the most prestigious liberal arts colleges in the 
United States.  Its liberal arts education was based on the New England tradition 
of Puritanism.  Neesima was greatly impressed by the excellent educational 
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combination of Christianity, individualism, and open-mindedness at Amherst 
College.  Sharing the American Dream, he made up his mind to introduce the 
educational philosophy into Japan.  That is why Doshisha University’s never-
changing noble mission is to respect Christianity, to encourage individualism, and 
to promote internationalism. 
 　 The International Institute of American Studies at Doshisha University is thus 
firmly based on the mission of the institution.  It grew out of the internationally 
acclaimed activities of the Kyoto American Studies Summer Seminars that had 
been launched since 1951.  The purpose of the Kyoto American Studies Summer 
Seminars was to promote American Studies in Japan when the United States and 
Japan had yet to understand each other in order to create a new democratic world 
out of postwar confusions.  The academic project was internationally acclaimed so 
much that Doshisha University offered in 1958 to establish a standing research 
center to succeed the invaluable project of the Kyoto American Studies Summer 
Seminars and to encourage a new generation of scholars to devote their efforts to 
American studies which was then a newly emerging academic field in Japan after 
the unhappy war with the United States.  The International Institute of American 
Studies at Doshisha University has made great contributions to the advancement 
of the mutual understanding between the United States and Japan as well as to the 
development of the new discipline that was badly wanted by the new age. 
 　 American studies was methodologically ground-breaking because it was an 
interdisciplinary field in the strictly departmentalized structure of traditional 
academic institutions.  The International Institute of American Studies was 
regarded at Doshisha University as a group of experimental and anti-establishment 
scholars who fearlessly transgressed academic boundaries, and ambitiously 
proposed new approaches to new fields “where angels feared to tread.”  In short, 
American studies was challenging and young at that time. 
 　 Challenging and young scholars who gathered at the International Institute of 
American Studies achieved remarkable success, for example, in the studies of 
Puritanism.  Their achievement was a great contribution to Doshisha University, 
which is affiliated with Protestant churches in Japan.  Puritanism is primarily a 
theological topic, but it is much more than that.  It is also a historical topic 
because it occupies a central place in the origin of the American nation, that is, the 
myth of the Pilgrim Fathers on the Mayflower in 1620.  It is a literary matter, too; 
who can appreciate the great American Renaissance writers, such as Nathaniel 
Hawthorne, the author of  The Scarlet Letter , without any knowledge of Puritan 
society in New England? Puritanism is an intriguingly complex and formidably 
wide-ranging cultural phenomenon that requires interdisciplinary approaches of a 
group of brilliant scholars from different fields. 
 　 Doshisha University is proud of the pioneering contribution to the studies of 
Puritanism through seminal interdisciplinary researches of American Puritanism 
in Japan.  It was, for example, conducted insightfully by Oshimo Shoichi, Director 
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of the International Institute of American Studies as well as Professor in Cultural 
History at the Faculties of Letters at Doshisha University.  He edited an annotated 
anthology of the reliable translations of important documents of American 
Puritans, like Cotton Mather and Roger Williams, for the widely-read Library of 
American Classics published by Kenkyusha, a famous academic publisher.  The 
team of translators consisted of theological, historical, and literary scholars.  I 
benefited much from the volume when I was too young to read the original texts 
of the historically important writings by myself.  It triggered my academic interest 
in early modern literature and culture in English.  It was a wonderful fruit of 
interdisciplinary researches at the International Institute of American Studies at 
Doshisha University. 
 　 Established as a challenging interdisciplinary field, American studies inevitably 
developed into cultural studies.  In 1987, when I was involved in the 
administration of the Kyoto American Studies Summer Seminar as a member of 
the executive committee once for all, we invited Professor Richard Gilman at the 
Yale Drama School, a famous drama critic whose reviews were said to be highly 
influential on the contemporary American dramatic scenes.  Because I was trained 
in the traditional field of literary studies, I expected from the Yale professor 
academic comments on dramatic masters and authoritative interpretations of their 
masterpieces.  However, he spent most of his time on the social mechanism of 
show business.  I still remember vividly that he put special stress on the 
importance of “the star-system.”  This approach is now being established as a 
branch of cultural studies: celebrity studies.  His basic idea that American popular 
audience love and hate celebrities could be applied to other fields that have their 
own “stars”: Marilyn Monroe, Muhammad Ali, Michael Jackson, Steve Jobs, and 
Michael Sandel, Harvard Professor on a TV program,  Justice with Michael 
Sandel , well known also as an enthusiastic baseball fan of Boston Redsox.  When 
I attended the series of his lectures, I realized that even academic research and 
higher education were conditioned by the tastes of popular society in the United 
States as well as in Japan.  What was happening to American society was to 
happen to the societies of Japan and other countries because the United States was 
by far the most influential country in global society.  I assured myself that 
American culture was worth studying by any means. 
 　 Hence American studies as a pioneer of area studies.  The only framework of 
American studies is geographical: every topic is acceptable for American studies 
now as long as it is concerned with American society in one way or another.  The 
International Institute of American Studies at Doshisha University is to invite a 
special guest for the Special Open Lecture of the Spring Semester this month as 
usual.  We discussed what was to be the best topic for our special event.  Proposals 
from the members of the executive committee were highly various: journalism, 
politics, religious diversity, and, predictably, the ongoing presidential election. 
After a heated exchange of opinions, we unanimously decided to invite Professor 
NANZAN REVIEW OF AMERICAN STUDIES 38 / 201688
Keiko Wells at Ritsumeikan University, a leading scholar on American pop music, 
mainly because the topic must be attractive to general audience and young 
students, and partly because one of our colleagues is also a specialist of American 
pop music.  I am sure that the choice is wonderful.  However, fifty years ago, the 
proposal would have been turned down simply because the topic is not academic 
enough for the research center at Doshisha University. 
 　 The present state of American studies is characterized by this disappearance of 
boundaries between elite culture and popular culture.  We are coming far away 
from where we started.  Our choice of American pop music as the appropriate 
topic for our forthcoming academic event reminds me of Amherst, the origin of 
Doshisha University.  Because I am a poetry critic, Amherst means to me not only 
the starting point of the academic careers of Neesima, the founder of Doshisha 
University, but also the hometown of Emily Dickinson, one of the greatest 
American poets.  Neesima spent three years from 1867 to 1870 in Amherst, where 
Emily was born in 1830 and died in 1886.  Although they must have never met 
each other because she lived a legendary retired life, Amherst is a symbolic place 
on which the starting point of my university and that of my lifelong academic 
interest in poetry miraculously converge.  Reading her poetry is always a special 
experience to me.  I love American poetry so much that I am always sorry that 
there is no winner of the Nobel Prize in Literature among American poets.  A lot 
of American literary people also seem ashamed of the fact, and try to bring the 
Nobel Prize to an American poet.  Now the most famous candidate is Bob Dylan, 
a legendary American pop musician.  I love his music and lyrics, too, and have a 
good collection of his CDs, but I am afraid that, if he should be awarded the Nobel 
Prize, there would be no boundary between the Nobel Prize and the Grammy 
Awards, either.  When I started to read American poetry, I never imagined that the 
name of Emily Dickinson appears together with that of Bob Dylan in academic 
books on American poetry.  Every kind of boundary is disappearing in modern 
society. 
 　 American studies has thus achieved great success in the transgression of 
boundaries by its intellectual challenges to bring out dramatic changes in our 
academic world.  Naturally, its success has immediately been imitated by other 
fields because, as Emily Dickinson says: 
 Success is counted sweetest 
 By those who ne’er succeed. 
 Interdisciplinary approaches are officially encouraged now even by the Japanese 
Ministry of Education.  Cultural studies has established itself in the mainstream of 
humanities in higher education.  American studies as area studies offered a good 
model to other fields.  We have the Center of Korean Studies, too, and there are 
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the Pacific and European courses in the Faculty of Global and Regional Studies, 
and so on at Doshisha University.  This creation of new area studies one after 
another seems to happen to Nanzan University, too, because this symposium is co-
sponsored by Graduate School of International Area Studies and Department of 
British and American Studies. 
 　 The challenges and changes of American studies are widely accepted. 
However, ironically, this wide acceptance of the achievement of American studies 
deprives itself of its uniqueness.  American studies has to compete with other 
interdisciplinary cultural studies, such as feminism and environmental studies, on 
the same platform now.  The geographical identity of American studies as area 
studies is also undercut by the rise of mobility.  In fact, my first academic article 
was on T. S. Eliot, one of the greatest twentieth-century poets who was born in the 
United States in 1888 and became naturalized as a British citizen in 1927.  When I 
was appointed as a research assistant at Doshisha University, I received a 
Fulbright scholarship by insisting at the interview that Eliot was undoubtedly 
American.  But, in fact, I was doubtful about his national identity.  My latest paper 
was on W. H. Auden, one of the greatest twentieth-century poets, too, who was 
born in 1907 in England and settled down in New York in 1939.  When I read this 
paper this spring, I proposed that, when we read modern poetry, we should forget 
national boundaries, and pay special attention to the transatlantic qualities of 
modern literature in English.  My proposal is supported by one of my young 
colleagues who is a dashing critic of contemporary American novels.  His special 
interest is in immigrant writers in the United States.  The blurb for his latest book 
reads “American Literature without Americans!” 
 　 The achievement of American studies was remarkable after World War II. 
Perhaps too remarkable.  Its challenges have drastically changed the academic 
outlook including its own discipline.  It is not so much a melting pot as a salad 
bowl where one discipline never works with another.  It mirrors American society. 
What is the definition of American studies in global society? How should we 
guarantee the academic qualities of the discipline of American studies in popular 
society? These questions are new challenges to us now.  I hope that we shall 
overcome if we have a courage to change ourselves. 
